FREEDOM FROM SIN.

Dr. Talmage Depicts Struggle of
Man Who D:sires Liberation,

Takes Test from Proverbs and Shows
the Good Angel and the Bad
Aungel Striving for Victory
Over the Soul,

[Copyright, 1301, by Louls Klopsch, N

In this discourse Dr. Talmage de-
picts the struggle of a man who de-
gires liberation from the
ment of evil and shows how
be set free; text,
“When shall I awake?
yet again.”

With an insight into human
such as no other man ever had Sol-
oumon in these words is sketchin

ental processes of a man who has

he
Proverbs 23:35:
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nature

stepped aside from the path of ree- |

titude and would Jike
Wishing for something
says: “When shall | awake?
shall 1 get over
mare of iniquity?” But, seized
by am uneradicated appetite
pushed down hill by his passious, he
cries out: *I will seek it yet again
I wili try it once more!”

About a mile from DPrinceton,
Jd., there is a skating pond. One
ter day, when the ice was very thin,
& farmer jiving near by warned the
Young men of the danger of skating
at that time. Th(‘_\,' took the
warniag except one young maun. He
in the spirit of bravado, said:
“Boys, one round more.” Ile struck
out on his skates, the ice broke, and
his lifeless body was brought up. And
in all matters of temptation and al-
lurement it not a prolongation
that is proposed, but only
more indulgence, just one more sin.
Then comes the fatality. Alas, for
the one round more! 1 will seek it
yet again.”

Our libraries are adorned with ele-
gant literature addressed to yvoung
men pointing out to them all the dan
gers and perils  of life
maps of the voyage of
sheoals, the rocks, the quicksands
But suppose a young man is already
shipwrecked, suppose he
off the track, suppose he has aiready
gone astray, how can he get back?
That is a question that remains un-
answered, and amid all the
the libraries | find not cne
that subject. To that class of per-
sons I this day address myself

You compare what you
with what you weére three
Years ago, and you are
heartened. You are ready with every
passion of your soul to listen to a
discussion like this. Be of good
cheer! Your best days are yet to
come. I offer you the hand of wel-
come and rescue. 1 put_the
trumpet of the gospel to my lips and
blow one ilong, loud blast,
“*Whosoever will, let him
let him come now.” The
God is ready to spread a \voqguet
upon your return, and the
hierarchs of Heaven fall into line of
bannered procession over re-
demption.

Years ago, and while yet Albert
Barnes was living, I preached in his
pulpit one¢ night to the young men
of Philadelphia. In the opening of
my discourse 1 said: *“O Lord, give
me one soul to-night!™ At the close
of the service Mr. Barnes introduced
@4 young man saying: “This the
Young man you prayed for.” But 1
see now it was too limited a prayer.

So far as God may help me 1 pro-
pose to show what are the obstacles
to your return and how you are to
Eurmount tinose obstacles. The first
difficulty in the way of your return
is the force of moral gravitation.
Just as there is a natural law which
brings down to earth anything you
throw into the air, so there is a cor-
responding moral gravitatiog. 1
never shall forget a prayer | heard a
Young man make in the Young Men's
Christian association of New York.
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With trembling voice and streaming |

eyes he said: *0O God Thou knowest
how easy it is for me to do
and how hard it for
right! God help me!™ That
knows not his heart who has
never felt the power of moral grav-
itation.

In your boyhood you had go«
ciates and bad associates.
impressed you?

wrong
to do
man

is me

own

During the last few

Years you have heard pure anecdotes |
the |
You |

and impure anecdotes. Which
easiest stuck in your memory?

have had good habits and bad habits. |

To which did your soul more

¥ield? But that moral gravitation may |

be resisted. Just as you may pick up
anything from the earth and hold it
in your hand toward heaven, just so,
by the power of God's grace, a fallen
soul may be lifted toward peace, to-
ward pardon, toward salvation. The
force of moral gra¥vitation is in every
one of us, but also power in God's grace
to overcome that force.

The next thing in the way of your
returu is the power of evil habit, |
know there are those who say it
very easy for themn to give up evil hab-
its. I cannot believe them. Hereisz
man given to intoxication, who knows
it is disgracing his family, destroying
his property and ruining him—body,
mind and soul. If that man, an intel-
ligent man and Joving his family, could
give up that habit, would he not do

is

80? The fact that he does not give |

§t up proves that it is hard to give it ‘
Ly | and how the paths of virtue forsaken

mp. Itisa very easy thingtosaildown
stream, the tide carrying you with
great force; but suppose you turn the
boat wp stream, is it sc easy then to
row it? As long as we yield to the

. evil inclingtions in our heart and to

pur bad habits we are sailing down

stream, but the moment we try to ! go on with a long ri
surn we put our boat in thc rapids | some people call prayer,
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just above Niagara and try to row up |
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to come

sin into the

reminds me a man
in the sea, and lifeboat
{ puts out for him, and the man in the
{ boat says to the man in the water:
[*Now, if I get you ashore, you
going to live in my street?” First
get him ashore, and then talk to him
about the nonessentials of religion.
Who cares what church he joins if
he only joins Christ and starts for
Heaven? Ok, you, my brother of
illumined face and a hearty grip for |
every one that tries to turn from his |
evil way, take hold of the same hymn- |
| book with him, though his dissipa-
tion shake the book, remembering
that he that “converteth a sinner
from the error of his ways shall save
a soul from death and hide a multi-
tude of sins.”

Now, I have shown you these ob-
stacles becaunse I want you to uader-
<tand T know all the difficulties in the
way. But 1 am now going to tell you |
kow Hannibal may scale the Alps and
the shackles may be unriveted

are

how

may be regained. First of all, throw
vourself on God. Go to Him frankly
and earnestly and tellHimthese habits

I

you have and ask Him, if there is any
help in all the resources of omnipo-
tent love, to give it to you. Do not
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never thrust a pang through
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God pity the young
brought disgrace
name! God pity the young
has broken his mother’s heart! Bet-
ter that he had never been born. Bet-
ter if in the first hour of his life, in-
stead of being laid against the warm
bosom of maternal tenderness, he
had been coffined and sepulchered.
There is no balm powerful enough to
heal the heart of one who hes
brought parents to a sorrowful grave
and who wanders about throughk the
dismal cemetery crying: “Mother,
mother!” Obh, that to-day, by all the
memories of the past axl by all the
hopes of the future, you would yield
your heart to God! May your
father's God and your mother's God
be your God forever!
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_ With many millions of families Syrup of Figs has become the
ideal home laxative. The combination is a simple and wholesome
one, and the method of manufacture by the California Fig Syrup
Company ensures that perfect purity and uniformity of product,
which have coms mepded it to the favorable comsideration of the
most eminent physicians and to the intelligent appreciation of all
who are well informed in reference to medicinal agents.

Syrup of Figs has truly a laxative effect and acts gently with-
out in any way disturhing the natural functions and with perfect
freedom from any w 1pleasant after effects.

In the process of maunufacturing, ngs are used, as they are
pmamut to the taste, but the medicinally laxative prmuplcs of the
combination are obtained from plants known to act most bene-
ficially on the system.
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DON'T FIRE SEVERAL CHARGES
AXD POSSIBLY LEAVE IT TO
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THE POWER OF A PENNY

It will buy a charming story if invested In

10 STORY BOOK.

Ten cents huvs ten of the best complete stories
of the day by the greatest) living authors. One
h"'l' red cents. $1, buysa year's subseription to
this wonder o the magaszine world which g ves
you 120 complete stories a year—less tbhan i
ceut for each story. Send subseriptions to
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